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T E N T E R D E N  T O W N  C O U N C I L  

 

 
 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD AT ASSEMBLY ROOM ON MONDAY, 18 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

Councillors Present: V. Cole, J. Crawford, Mrs. J. Curteis (Mayor), Mrs. S.  Ferguson, 
M. Hickmott, K. Mulholland, J. Nelson, R. Parkin, R. Quinton, Mrs. P. Smith, 

A. Sugden and Mrs. K. Walder 
 

Officers Present: P. Burgess (Town Clerk), Mrs. C. Gilbert (Deputy Town Clerk), 
Mrs. J. McCollum (Accounts Clerk) and Mrs. S. Smith (Admin Assistant) 

 

Others Present: Deputy Lieutenant M. Bax, Mayor of Ashford, Canon L. Hammond, 
Cllr. M. Hill (KCC), Reverend J. Kennett, Cllr. J. Link (ABC) and 

Ms J. Vos (Community Warden) and 70 members of the public. 
 

 
3336 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Cllrs. M. Carter, Miss. A. Gardner, C. Knowles and Dr. L. Lovelidge. 

 
3337 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THIS 

MEETING. 
None. 
 

3338 APPOINTMENT OF AN HONORARY FREEMAN. 
The Town Mayor welcomed Mr. & Mrs. Edwards, their family, friends, invited 

guest and the representatives of the various organisations.  
 
The Town Mayor addressed the Town Council with her recommendation that Mr. 

Edwards was one of the most deserving people to be put forward for the 
Freedom of the Town award.  Mr. Edwards had devoted the last 40 years of his 

life to the welfare and preservation of the Town.  He is also heavily involved in 
the Twinning of Tenterden with Avallon and is one of the organising committee 
for the Tenterden May Fayre.  Mr. Edwards has always been a great mentor to 

both the Town Mayor and other councillors during his time in office.   
 

The Town Mayor, Cllr. Mrs. Curteis proposed that Mr. Edwards be appointed an 
Honorary Freeman of the Town and Hundred of Tenterden.  This was seconded 
by Senior Town Councillor M. Hickmott and RESOLVED by a show of hands.   

 
The Town Mayor and the Town Clerk signed and sealed a scroll detailing the 

Town Council’s decision, this was then framed and presented to Mr. Edwards.   
Mr. Edwards was also presented with his Honorary Freeman badge.  Senior 
Town Councillor M. Hickmott presented Mrs. Edwards with a bouquet of flowers. 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented Mr. Edwards with a personalised Shepherd’s 
Crook.     
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The Town Mayor asked Councillors and members of the public to join her in a 
toast to Mr. and Mrs. Edwards. 
 

Mr. Edwards made an acceptance speech and thanked the Town Council for 
granting him the Honorary Freedom. He also gave thanks to those in 

attendance for sharing the occasion.  A copy of Mr. Edwards speech is attached 
to the minutes. 
 

The Town Mayor asked Freemen of the Town Mr. R. Champion and Dr. R. 
Crawfurd to come forward to receive their Honorary Freeman badges and these 

were duly presented.    
 

3339 PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION. 

 
The Town Mayor presented a Certificate of Appreciation to former Councillor 

Miss. N. Gooch who served a full term of office from 2015 to 2019.  A 
Certificate of Appreciation was also presented to former Councillor Mr. H. 

Edwards who had served from 1979 to 2019.  Former Councillors Mrs. E. 
Hannett and Mr. R. Isworth were unable to attend the meeting, however, these 
will be presented to them at a future date. 

 
END OF MEETING. 

The meeting closed and guests were invited to attend the drinks reception. 
 
 

 
The meeting opened at 8.00 pm and closed at 8.32 pm 

 
 
The foregoing Minutes and Report were confirmed and signed at a meeting of the Town 

Council held on Monday, 13 January 2020. 
 

 
 
 

Chairman _____________________________ (Monday, 13 January 2020) 



Henry H.O.Edwards       Honorary Freeman of Tenterden   18th. November 2019 
 
Deputy Lieutenant of Kent, Madam Borough Mayor and Mr. Deputy Borough Mayor, 
Madame Town Mayor, Borough and Town Councillors, former Councillor colleagues, 
fellow Freemen, Mayor’s Chaplain & Jeanette, Town and Admin. Clerks, people of 
Tenterden,  friends,  and family ………. 
  
I want to thank everyone for coming tonight. Of course, there comes a time when 
things must change, or end, having ones microphone on-off button repeatedly 
pressed by others, was a sign I could not ignore.   I am also glad this evening is not 
entirely about me, others too are receiving recognition.  
I’m sure most people will have caught sight of the TV advert that begins “ I shouldn’t 
be here, followed by, I shouldn’t be here either”.  Well I wouldn’t be standing here 
without the amendment to the 1972 Devolution Act that Lord Boyce spearheaded 
through the Upper House. His Peers still say it was the wittiest speech ever recorded 
in Hansard, with its nautical themes.   
Two earlier attempts founded on the ‘ran out of business time’ clauses, as the 
privilege of bestowing Freedoms was curtailed and limited to Borough Council level 
and above, which a handful of Cinque Ports were eager to amend, particularly as 
Tenterden had come the closest to having some of its Councillors detained, at Her 
Majesty’s Pleasure, when soon after I joined, senior Council members talked 
themselves into believing it was lawful, and subsequently, began conferring up to 5 
Freedoms.   After a 16 year pause, this Council has now proudly posted their 
names, as well as adding two more - both of whom have the same initials “RC”, so 
rebranding of the six plywood sheep flock, wasn’t necessary.     
 
There is a presumption amongst people who are not even long lived in this Town, to 
cross and re-cross the High Street just when and where they please, as an 
automatic privilege !  Recognising the danger to life and limb, John Sadler the KCC 
Roads Surveyor was highly vexed by the continual disruption to his predicted traffic 
flows through the town centre, after all it is the main A28 road from Margate to 
Hastings.  When traffic lights appeared in Tenterden to manage the junction at East 
Cross, they erected some railings to the south side to funnel pedestrians to use the 
official crossing points.  If he had had his way, they would have extended to reach 
the mid town pedestrian crossing and beyond, to force all of us into giving up our bad 
practices.   I am told, I shall now be able to drive sheep along the High Street, also 
that I am not getting permission to jay walk, but if I did, should the very worst 
happen, well you won’t ever hear any complaint from me. 
 
“You can get used to anything”, words spoken by a Londoner during the nightly 
bombing blitz of WW2.   And so it is, as barely in just 6 weeks of being “on holiday“ 
from the Council, even Felicity had stopped asking whether tonight was a committee 
meeting or a full Council night ? 
I was unprepared though for the bereft feeling that I “didn’t belong” that came over 
me when entering the Clerks Office, my name had disappeared from the orderly 
Posting pouches for Councillors. 
I recently noticed an extra one has been installed, might that be for Freeman ? 
 
Having watched some 66 former Councillor Colleagues exit through the Assembly 
Room doorway, I realised my turn had come.  Felicity devised a scheme whereby I 
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could stand down gradually by giving written notice to the Town Clerk, one whole 
year in advance of the 2019 Local Elections.  In his usual guarded way, Phil replied 
that, ‘if Councillor Edwards did indeed complete his 40th. year, it would be much 
spoken about for many years’.      Occasionally familiar names do reappear, I can 
think of three, so when I see Councillor Parkin, I find myself asking “just exactly 
which year is this ?” 
 
So what use to my Town can I now be ?  I’ve retained a few interests, one is Town 
Twinning, which has all the hallmarks of being “as difficult to Leave, as Brexit is to 
the Government.”   Avallon is Tenterden’s twin,  why so far away at 316 miles, the 
answer is very simple, you have to be fully committed to stay the distance, anyway 
they show no signs after 30 years of letting us go! 
  
That reminds me, from the 30th. Anniv. September visit, Mayor Coullet of Avallon,  
has returned felicitations, in the form of these bottles, and, these duly signed 
Renewal of Friendship Scrolls. In French culture, their equivalent to our ‘formal thank 
you letter’, is more French kissing, so after initial greetings, followed by an exchange 
of signatures and presents, our respective National Anthems,  loyal toasts to 
Jumerlage between our Towns, 10 fellow travellers from Tenterden watched as duty 
was pleasantly done.  Climate and environmental concerns will adversely affect our 
desire to travel, to experience the World’s different cultures, most economies are 
underpinned by tourism, so enjoy it whilst we still can.   
Chapel Down, in Smallhythe, is our answer to the Burgundy Region of France, 
whereas we can’t really take these home grown sparkling wines into their 
Champagne district, we can, and do, take beer and ales from The Old Dairy 
Brewery, and line them up right down the middle of the tables. 
 
When I bowed out in May, I promised not to be a back seat driver, nor to ask 
awkward questions, and to stay away from the Town Hall for at least six months. My 
score - 2 out of 3, as working with the Archive Exhibition Committee was just 
irresistible, from which one unseen photograph has been discovered, found in the 
back of another picture being reframed. “Be prepared to be stunned” was the 
message from Councillor Ferguson, herewith, I now wish to present the original 
Tenterden Brewery to the named recipients.   
On that note It is well past the time for saying of goodbyes, thank you once more for 
making me so welcome in this Town Hall, I shall treasure the feeling of belonging 
again.  Felicity is and was my Mayoress, she deserves equal acknowledgement for 
our joint achievement, and is proudly wearing a newly introduced Town and Hundred 
Past Mayoress’s badge .   Whatever the future holds, Tenterden can be resolutely 
assured, I shall wear this Honorary Freeman’s badge with immense pride, good 
night. 
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